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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Reisman (U.S. 
Patent Pub No. 2003/0229900 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Reisman discloses "an apparatus for accommodating a fast change of 
digital streaming formats or sources in a video server system connected to one or more video 
display devices over a communications link" (Figs. 1, 2 A & 2B, and page 14, par. 0098 for a 
home system for receiving digital streaming media connected to a plurality of display devices- 
also illustrated in Fig. 3, and streaming formats in various forms, refer to page 1 1, par. 0077 to 
par. 0081 for different kinds of streaming formats and forms for video and audio including still 
images; for video servers, refer to page 6, par. 0048; and a communication links, refer to Fig. 1 
and page 12, par 0086 & 0087 for communication network protocols including logical path and 

physical communications paths ! comprising: "a video stream controller; and means associated 

i 
i 

with said video stream controller for allowing the format or source of a digital video stream to 
change without breaking the communications link to the video display device and while 
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preserving the transport portion of the communications link " (Fig. 2B, controller 260 for 
allowing different kinds of formats including logical and/or physical paths can be dynamically 
preserved for the communications link, refer gain to page 12-13, par. 0086 to par. 0088. are 
delivered to a plurality of display devices without any interruption, refer to page 14, par. 0100 
for the controller, and page 17, par. 0122 for different formats can be displayed on the display 
device as shown in Fig. 3). 

As for claim 2, Reisman further discloses "wherein said means comprises: a source 
control library; and a streaming library; wherein said stream controller is connected between said 
source control library and said streaming library; and wherein the communications link between 
an interconnected video display device and the streaming library does not change in response to 
a video source or video format change" (page 30, par. 0219 as the media server comprises a 
library for management; and Fig. 2B, controller 260 for allowing different kinds of formats are 
delivered to a plurality of display devices without any interruption, refer to page 14, par. 0100 
for the controller, wherein the controller connects to the locally stored server for media retrieval 
and management, and the connection is uninterrupted as noted in claim 1). 

As for claim 3, Reisman discloses "wherein the source control library comprises: a source 
route selection module; and a plurality of media sources connected to the source route selection 
module; wherein the source route selection module selects which media source provides data to 
the stream controller" (pages 12-13, par. 0088 for the use of gateways, routers, or network nodes 
for route selections on sources, and page 17, par. 01 16 for modules adapted to connect to the 
gateways, routers and/or network nodes as explained earlier in Fig. 1 and page 14, par. 0098 for 
home network connection or LAN connections). 
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As for claim 4, Reisman discloses "wherein said media sources comprise at least two of 
the following: an analog video source; an Ethernet streaming video source; and a hard disk 
drive" (page 1 1, par. 0078 for video data source in both analog and digital form; page 12, par. 
0087 for Ethernet as for a source transmission; and page 17, par 01 18 for hard disk drive for 
storing contents and it becomes one of content resources). 

As for claim 5, Reisman further discloses "wherein said media sources comprise a 
plurality of analog video sources, and further comprising: a plurality of analog video decoders, 
each analog video decoder connected to a respective analog video source; an analog source 
router multiplexer connected to the analog video decoders; and a plurality of digital compression 
encoders connected between the analog source router multiplexer and the source route selection 
module" (page 16, par. 01 12 for analog decoder as CODECs, multiplexors, and digital decoders 
as MPEG-2 decoders with a number of modules). 

As for claim 6, Reisman discloses "wherein at least one of said media sources comprises 
an Ethernet streaming video source, and further comprising: an Ethernet streaming video 
interface connected between the Ethernet streaming video source and the source route selection 
module" (page 14, par. 0098 for home network uses streaming media, internet, servers and so on; 
and using interfaces as noted in page 17/par. 01 16 and page 19/par. 0133 for a browser to the 
user so that the user can interact and request media information to the system; and page 12/par. 
0087 as Ethernet is one of transmission network protocols). 
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As for claim 7, Reisman discloses "wherein at least one of said media sources comprises 
an audio/visual hard disk drive" (refer to claim 4 above), and "further comprising: a personal 
video recorder/file playback module connected between the hard disk drive and the source route 
. selection module" (page 4-5/par. 0039 for a VCR or recorder, and page 5/par. 0060 for a 
personal video recorder PVR for recording and playback capability). 

As for claim 8, Reisman discloses "wherein the stream controller comprises: a streaming 
module interface package connected to the source route selection module" (Fig. 2b, item 260 is a 
controller/a set top box containing module interface for interfacing to other route source module, 
and as illustrated in Fig. 5 for interface module to other module, refer to page 19/par. 0133). 

As for claim 9, Reisman further discloses "wherein the stream controller further 
comprises: a universal plug and play (UPnP) software stack connected to the streaming module 
interface package; and wherein the network display terminal accesses the UPnP software stack 
via a network connection" (page 7/par. 0055 for software tasks, and page 17/par 01 16 for 
Universal Plug and Play UPnP). 

As for claim 10, Reisman discloses "wherein the streaming library comprises: at least one 
real time streaming protocol/real time transport protocol (RTSP/RTP) streaming module 
connected to the streaming module interface package" (page 12/par. 0087). 
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As for claims 1 1 and 12, Reisman discloses "wherein the streaming library further 
comprises: at least one hypertext transfer protocol (HTTP) streaming module connected to the 
streaming module interface package" and "wherein the streaming library further comprises: 
at least one user datagram protocol (UDP) streaming module connected to the streaming module 
interface package" (page 12/par. 0087 for HTTP, UDP, RTP and other protocols are used within 
the system). 

As for claim 13, Reisman further discloses "wherein the network display terminal is 
connected to at least one of: the RTSP/RTP streaming module, the HTTP streaming module, and 
the UDP streaming module" (refer to claims 10-12 above, with the set top box acts as the 
controller in providing user interfaces to other devices, modules, nodes, gateways, routers and so 
on, refer to page 14/par. 0098 & 0100 using all kinds of streaming modules with streaming 
protocols as noted in page 12/par. 0087, for providing metadata as noted in page 13/par. 0089). 

Regarding claims 14-25, these claims for "an apparatus for accommodating a change of 
digital streaming formats or sources in a video server system, comprising: a source control 
library; a streaming library; and a stream controller connected between the source control library 
and the streaming library; wherein a streaming connection, established between a network 
display terminal and the streaming library does not change in response to a video source or video 
format change" and "wherein the source control library comprises: a source route selection 
module; and a plurality of media sources connected to the source route selection module; 
wherein the source route selection module selects which media source provides data to the 
stream controller" with same limitations as addressed are rejected for the reasons given in the 
scope of claims 1-13 as clearly discussed and explained above. 
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As for claim 26, Reisman discloses "a method for managing video streams provided by a 
home video server, comprising: receiving a request for streaming content from a network display 
terminal; selecting a first stream source for the streaming content; establishing a streaming 
protocol connection with the network display terminal; packetizing the streaming content from 
the first source; transmitting packetized streaming content to the network display terminal; and 
maintaining the streaming protocol connection with the network display terminal when a second 
stream source is selected" (refer to claim 1 above, with the packetizing the streaming content is 
also taught by Reisman, as in page 66, par. 0600 for IP packets are tunneling through cable/VOD 
protocols addressed). 

As for claims 27-34 and claim 35 for "a home video server system, comprising: a home 
video server; at least one network display terminal connected to the home video server; means 
for receiving a request for streaming content from the network display; means for selecting a 
stream source for the streaming content; means for establishing a streaming protocol connection 
with the network display terminal; and means for maintaining an established streaming protocol 
connection with the network display terminal when the stream source or format changes" with 
same limitations as addressed earlier are rejected for the reasons given in the scope of claims 1- 
13 as clearly discussed and explained above. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 8/01/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants seem mistakenly conclude that the examiner "may not folly understand what 
is being disclosed both in the Applicant's claims and the Reisman reference." The examiner 
respectfully disagrees because what the examiner's views as disclosed in the office action is what 
an ordinary skill in the art would realize the same due to the incomplete and broad description of 
the claim languages from the applicants. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., logical 
communication links and the appropriate method of preserving the logical communications link) 
are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van 
Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

The applicants argue that "a communications link" herein refer to "a logical link" not "a 
physical link" so the "breaking the communications link" here refer to something else not 
physically breaking of connections of wires and so on (refer to the applicants' remarks), as 
disclosed in the specifications and the applicants need not to address them; and that was a valid 
error of the applicants by doing so. "A communications link" simply means a way of 
communicating between users either using a wired link or a wireless link such as cable, coax, 
satellite, RF, IF using transmitters and receivers for transmitting and receiving signals in order to 
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establish "a communications link." How would anyone automatically assume it refer to "a 
logical link" as suggested by the applicants without properly claiming it? 

Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1(b) because they amount to a 
general allegation that the claims define a patentable invention without specifically pointing out 
how the language of the claims patentably distinguishes them from the references. 

Applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1. 1 1 1(c) because they do not clearly 
point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims present in view of the state of 
the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections made . Further, they do not show how 
the amendments avoid such references or objections. 

Therefore, the examiner stands with the disclosure and teaching of Reisman, not limited 
to the cited paragraphs in the office action but also to the entire reference of Reisman, as 
previously disclosed in the non final office action and now discussed in this final office action. 

Conclusion , 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Offipe action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,129 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2611 

CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to PTO New Central Fax number: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand dedveries must 6e made to Customer Service Window, 
<Rfindofpfi (Building, 401 <Dutany Street, Alexandria, Vjl 22314. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (571) 272-7291. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:30 PM, with alternate 
Fridays off. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kieu-Oanh Bui 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2611 
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